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DES has adopted the Ozone Transport Commission (OTC) model rule for 
portable fuel container spillage control in a new chapter, Env-A 4000.  Env-A 
4000, Portable Fuel Container Spillage Control, applies to any person who sells, 
supplies, offers for sale, or manufactures for sale in NH any portable fuel 
container and/or spout for use in NH.  The rule applies to all portable fuel 
containers and/or spouts except: (1) containers with a capacity of less than or 
equal to 1 quart; (2) rapid refueling devices with capacities greater than or equal 
to 4 gallons as specified in Env-A 4001.03(d); (3) safety cans subject to 29 CFR 
1926, Subpart F; and (4) portable marine fuel tanks that operate in conjunction 
with outboard engines.   
 

To reduce the possibility of gasoline spillage and reduce VOC emissions, portable 
fuel containers and/or spouts must be equipped with an automatic shut-off device 
that stops fuel flow before the fuel tank overflows and an automatic device that 
closes and seals when it is removed from the fuel tank.  Further, portable fuel 
containers must have only one opening for both filling and pouring.  Also, 
portable fuel containers and/or spouts must meet the fuel flow rates and fill levels 
as specified in Env-A 4003.01(e) and Env-A 4003.02(d).  In addition, portable 
fuel containers are required to have a permeation rate of less than or equal to 0.4 
grams per gallon per day.  Finally, portable fuel containers and/or spouts must be 
warranted by the manufacturer for not less than one year against defects in 
materials and workmanship. 
 

Labeling and reporting requirements are specified in Env-A 4004.  Test 
procedures for determining compliance with the standards specified in Env-A 
4003.01 and 4003.02 are listed in Env-A 4005.01. 

 
 


